
The Mine

Gruppo di minatori in galleria, 
tra cui Gesuino Bregoli
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The mines of the Trompia Valley represented for centuries 
an essential source of work and livelihood for the local 
population and still today they bear witness to a 
fundamental junction to understand the cultural and social 
history of this area. A tradition rooted in time which - 
following the closure of many local factories in the first half 
of the twentieth century - became the story of emigration. 
The lingéra - a term that describes occasional and seasonal 
tunnel workers - forced hundreds of workers to abandon 
their country and family for a more or less long period of 
time, in search of a secure salary, working as workers in the 
mines and alpine tunnels and from all over the world, from 
the Alps to Belgium, but also Canada, Australia and South 
America. A strong tradition, which also concerned the 
personal history of the Bregoli family, whose relationship 
with the mine continued until their decommissioning 
between the 1970s and 1980s, when job prospects suitable 
for the economic and technological development of the 
country made their way.

In mines, music was often the glue and useful support, 
especially when working away from home. Those who 
knew how to play brought their own instrument with them 
- usually an accordion - inevitably ending up building and 
assimilating a real corpus of specific songs, typical of the 
mine. A peculiar heritage, which eventually spread on an 
inter-regional level, not so characteristic of a single 
linguistic-musical area, but the expression of a precise 
professional category. In this context the repertoire of the 
Bregoli family was rooted, an evident and significant 
paradigm of this reality, relevant for its compactness, but at 
the same time of great versatility. The stylistic, formal and 
content adaptations of the original pieces were frequent, 
thus making the interpretation of what was sung 
characterizing and extremely distinctive.
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O santa Bàrbéra
o santa Barbérìna
dei minatori
sei la regina
Anche mio padre
sempre me lo diceva
di star lontano
dalla miniera
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