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It was at the beginning of the 1970s that the peculiar 
repertoire of the Bregoli family was known and valued 
even outside its reference territory. Through the 
pioneering field research Mine songs: the repertoire of 
the Trompia Valley Bregoli family, commissioned by the 
Lombardy Region, a season of ever-growing visibility and 
interest opened. Bruno Pianta, director of the Archive of 
Ethnography and Social History (AESS) of the Lombardy 
Region was the person who led, for a few decades, an 
investigation begun in 1972, which let him face and learn 
about various ethnological emergencies in the Brescia 
area; he went to Pezzaze on several occasions, coming 
across - in an unforeseeable but fundamental way - the 
Bregoli heritage, for which he sensed from the beginning 
the extreme characteristic and singular value.

Pianta's research lasted a few years, culminating in 1975 
with the publication of the album La Famiglia Bregoli – I 
Protagonisti: Minatori Della Valtrompia, a further 
element that allowed them to open the doors to 
unexpected and prestigious opportunities, going far 
beyond mere singing value and musical. A clear example 
were the shots of photographers who, over time, 
achieved national and international fame, such as those 
of Ferdinando Scianna - the first Italian to join the 
international photographic agency Magnum Photos 
since 1982 - and Gloria Lunel.

An intense period with an ever broader perspective, but 
lived without ever losing sight of one's cultural and social 
roots. The Bregoli welcomed the growing interest from 
schools with flattery and warmth, which required 
interviews and opportunities for direct knowledge, useful 
moments for the construction and consolidation of the 
local heritage of future generations.
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