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It was in the tavern “Monte Guglielmo”, in the square of 
Mondaro, that the voice of the Bregolis grew, in what 
we could define as the first field of informal exhibition 
of the group. The tavern was a place of refuge, where 
you could refresh yourself from the hard work and live 
the community life of Pezzaze: playing cards and 
morra, drinking a few glasses of wine were the ritual 
activities of these convivial moments. But above all it 
was an opportunity for friends and fellow villagers to 
meet, who found a strong human glue thanks to music, 
songs and dances. Thanks to Mrs Augusta - owner of 
the tavern, with a great passion for singing – you could 
find all the elements to start partying, picking up mouth 
organs, accordions and everything that allowed to 
enrich the song.

We are talking about circumstances of sociality that 
were certainly not daily, but which were concentrated 
in significant moments that were not always 
predictable or planned, in which the time to start was 
known, but it was difficult to know when to finish. The 
return home after long months spent in distant and 
harsh mines were festive occasions, but also weddings, 
carnival, reunions with conscripts or simply family 
gatherings at home. Over the years, Friday became a 
recurring moment of celebration, thanks to the 
progressive abandonment of working Saturdays. But 
the most intense, meaningful and heartfelt moment 
was on December 4th, in conjunction with the 
celebrations of Saint Barbara, patroness of miners. It 
was a day when you did not work, a day of great 
celebration, where you could play and dance until 
dawn. A moment that in the 70s of the twentieth 
century took on an increasingly heartfelt and peculiar 
intensity and that for a certain period led to the vulgar 
labeling of this anniversary as the Bregolis’ festival.

La Pierina

Brano strumentale da ballo: 
una monfrina, versione strumentale 
di un canto presente in particolare 
nelle province di Brescia e Bergamo.
I Bregoli erano soliti iniziare le 
proprie esibizioni con questo brano.
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