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The Bregolis’ is a vocal and instrumental repertoire of 
absolute value and quality. Relatively recent in terms 
of time, it offers a representation of the folds 
belonging to the popular traditions of the Lombardy 
Alps.

It is in the circumstances of life that we find a 
characteristic and relevant heritage: all the brothers 
and sisters came across the mine and the job in the 
mines, and it was in these places - even outside Italy 
- that they learned and made their own those songs 
that built a precious and unique spontaneous 
collection of mine songs, the reworking of which 
allowed us to extrapolate the first organic corpus 
made in Italy.

In their repertoire there are not only songs related to 
the mine, but there are different influences that we 
can group under the following categories: ballads, or 
rather versions of the most significant examples of 
the Italian vocal repertoire; the political-social songs, 
expression of the protestant, resistance and political 
strand, which recalled experiences of the war and the 
Resistance, up to touching the sufferings of rice 
weeders, testifying to the seasonal transfer that took 
place until the 1950s by many young women from 
Trompia Valley; in the end, widespread and convivial 
songs, of popular origin, transmitted through stall 
records and, more recently, through radio and TV, 
testifying a lively musical journey open to 
contamination.

It was rarely possible to listen to the same song 
several times, without any kind of variation. It was 
not a question of deliberate or casual changes, but 
an expression of that freedom typical of popular song 
which still allows relative creative autonomy today. 
After all, as the Bregolis often reiterated: "the song is 
not memorized, but must be sung as it comes out, 
based on the mood, on how one feels".
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